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A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r  
 
In the years following incidents at the World Trade Center, the Murrah Federal Building, 
the Cook County Administration Building, and the LaSalle Bank Building, our traditional 
high-rise evacuation strategies of defend-in-place or partial evacuation have been much 
scrutinized.  Most recently, they have elicited recommendations from NIST for changes to 
our building codes.  Whereas codes presently size and protect stairwells to accommodate 
the occupant load of a building’s largest floor, under the assumption that fire is the princi-
pal hazard and it will be confined to the floor of fire origin, we now find proposals for en-
hancing and enlarging stair construction to meet perceived threats of bombings, black-
outs, CBR agents, and other catastrophes—events that will likely entail evacuation of the 
entire building whether warranted or not.  In this symposium, leading practitioners and 
researchers will present and discuss their ideas about the proposed egress enhance-
ments and related high-rise evacuation concepts in order to help evaluate their need and 
effectiveness given the realities of present day society. 
 
In order to bring to the symposium the latest and best information on this timely topic, the 
Steering Committee has assembled an impressive group of leading experts who will make 
presentations on the topics listed in the symposium program, and will also lead discus-
sions during the periods of interactive exchange which are expected to take place 
throughout the event and which will provide everyone with an opportunity to participate 
and learn.  
 
The symposium will be held at the McGraw-Hill Auditorium, an ideal setting next to a num-
ber of prestigious landmarks in the heart of Manhattan. I look forward to seeing you on 
May 15 at the Symposium! 
  
Sincerely,  

  

Mohammed Ettouney, Ph.D., P.E., F.AEI 
Principal, Weidlinger Associates, Inc 
Symposium Chair  

 

6.5 PDH 
6.5 Learning 
Units 
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 PROGRAM AT A GLANCE 
 TIME TOPIC SPEAKERS / MODERATORS 

Breakfast  7:30am- 8:30am Continental Breakfast 

Welcome 8:30 am - 8:45 am Opening Remarks Mohammed Ettouney, Ph.D., P.E., 
Principal, Weidlinger Associates, Inc., 
Symposium Chair 

  8:45 am-9:15 am Historical Perspective: Sig-
nificant Events - Codes & 
Standards Activity 

Carl F. Baldasarra, P.E.,  President, 
Schirmer Engineering Corporation 

Session 1: 9:15 am-9:45 am Evacuation Strategies James Quiter, P.E., Consulting Sec-
tor Leader, Arup 

Introduction 9:45 am-10:00 am Overview of Program - Is-
sues to be Addressed 

TBA 

 10:00 am-10:15 am Break   

  10:15 am-10:45 am Type, Number and  
Location of Exits, and Exit 
Acess 

Randy Tucker, Executive VP, The 
RJA Group 

Session 2: 10:45 am-11:15 am Evacuation Issues: When, 
Who, Where? 

Dan O'Connor, P.E., Vice President 
of Engineering, Schirmer Engineering 
Corporation 

Outside the 
Stair  
Enclosure 

11:15 am-11:30 am Exit Discharge BOMA NY (TBA) 

  11:30 am-12:15 pm Construction of the Exit 
Enclosure 

Jon Magnusson, P.E., Chairman and 
CEO, Magnusson Klemencic Associ-
ates 
Steve Winkel, P.E., FAIA, The  
Preview Group 

 12:15 pm-1:15pm Lunch   

  1:15 pm-1:45 pm High-Rise Egress: The  
Human Factors 

Guylène Proulx, Ph.D., Senior Re-
searcher, Fire Research Program, 
National Research Council Canada  

Session 3: 1:45 pm-2:15 pm Environment Inside the 
Stair Enclosure 

Michael J. Ferreira, P.E., Senior Fire 
Protection Engineer, Hughes  
Associates, Inc. 

Inside the 
Stair  
Enclosure 

2:15 pm-2:45 pm Design Issues within the 
Enclosure  

Jake Pauls, CPE, Jake Pauls  
Consulting Services 

 2:45 pm-3:00 pm Break   

Session 4: 3:00 pm-3:30 pm Alternatives: Elevators Richard W. Bukowski P.E., FSFPE, 
Senior Engineer, Building and Fire 
Research Laboratory, NIST 

Beyond 
Stairs 

3:30 pm-3:50 pm Alternatives: Escape  
Devices 

Antony Wood, RIBA, Executive     
Director, CTBUH and Visiting Associ-
ate, Illinois Institute of Technology 

Wrap-up 3:50 pm-4:30 pm Panel Discussion TBA 
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 To learn more about this event and to register please visit the Symposium website. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  

 By May 1, 2007 After May 1, 2007 

Members of AEI, ASCE, TISP, BSC, 
SINY 

 
$200 

 
$250 

 
Others 

 
$250 

 
$300 

*Registration includes: attendance to all sessions, a notebook of all presentations and abstracts, 
Continental Breakfast, Lunch, and refreshments during breaks on May, 15, 2007. 
 
Attendance at the Symposium qualifies for 6.5 PDH hours or AIA/CES Learning Units. 

H o t e l  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Portland Square Hotel 
132 W 47th St 
New York, NY 10036  
800-664-6835  

Quality Hotel Times Square 
157 W 47th St 
New York, NY 10036  
800-664-6835  

For more Hotel Information 
please click here. 

N e w  Y o r k  A t t r a c t i o n s   

To learn more about New York and its attractions please click here. 

G e t t i n g  t o  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  t h e  M c G r a w  H i l l   
C o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r  

New York is of easy access by air, by rail, and by road. Transportation and visitor information is 
available by clicking here.  
 
The Symposium will be held at The McGraw-Hill Auditorium which is located in Midtown Manhattan 
at 1221 Avenue of the Americas (6th Avenue) between 48th and 49th streets. The closest subway 
access includes B,D,F,V lines. To look at the subway map please click here.  

W h o  S h o u l d  A t t e n d  
 

Those who should attend this symposium include but are not limited to architects and engineers, own-
ers, operators, risk managers and individuals responsible for ensuring occupant safety in new and exist-
ing buildings, from both the public and private sectors. 

http://content.asce.org/symposium/aei_ny07/reg.html�
http://www.hotels.com/processAddressSearch.do?searchType=address&street1=1221+Avenue+of+the+Americas&street2=New+York.+10020&propertyTypesSent=true&allPropertyTypesSelected=on&amenitiesSent=true&inout=&CIMonth=5&CIDay=14&CIYear=2007&COMonth=5&CODay=15&COYe�
http://www.nycvisit.com/content/index.cfm?pagePkey=1.�
http://www.nycvisit.com/content/index.cfm?pagePkey=1.�
http://www.mta.info/nyct/maps/submap.htm�


 

 

S p o n s o r s  

The Ornamental Metal Institute of New 
York 

 

Contact Information 
for AEI Staff 
 
Amar Chaker 
Director 
achaker@asce.org 
703-295-6393 
 
 
Rob Bowman 
Coordinator 
rbowman@asce.org 
703-295-6395 
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C o o p e r a t i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  

The Infrastructure Security  
Partnership  

 

Building Security Council  

mailto:achaker@asce.org�
mailto:rbowman@asce.org�
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